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Workshop on Generic Programming — Preface

This report contains the papers selected for presentation at the 2nd Workshop on Generic Pro-
gramming (WGP2000), which was held on July 6, 2000 in Ponte de Lima, Portugal.

Generic programming is about making programs more adaptable by making them more general.
Generic programs often embody non-traditional kinds of polymorphism; ordinary programs are
obtained from them by suitably instantiating their parameters. In contrast with normal programs,
the parameters of a generic program are often quite rich in structure. For example they may be
other programs, types or type constructors, kinds, or even programming paradigms.

There are several different interpretations of the term ‘generic programming’, and what was
called generic programming ten years ago, might be standard programming practice now. The
papers presented at WGP2000 are mainly about the Bird-Meertens style of generic programming.
The theory of datatypes developed in the groups around Bird and Meertens has led to generic (or
polytypic) programs, theory about generic programs, and generic programming language exten-
sions. Generic programming is also studied in the context of the C++ Standard Template Library
and Adaptive Object-Oriented Programming, amongst others, but we received few submissions
from these fields.

The programme committee received 11 submissions, from which 7 were selected for presenta-
tion at the workshop. An invited lecture was presented by Richard Bird. The proceedings of the
workshop can also be found on the web:

http://www.cs.uu.nl/~johanj/wgp2000/wgp2000.html

This workshop followed on the 5th Mathematics of Program Construction conference, MPC2000,
held July 3-5, 2000 in Ponte de Lima.

WGP2000 is the second workshop on generic programming, the first workshop on generic
programming was held on Marstrand, Sweden, in 1998. The proceedings of the first workshop on
generic programming can be found on the web:

http://wsinwpOl.win.tue.nl:1234/WGPProceedings/index.html
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